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Leaps of faith took Jamie Nutter Herrage 
to the littlest patients and brought 

fostering to her life

This is the second article in a series devoted to past Alumni 
Association Scholarship recipients and how your 

support helped them in their advanced education and careers.

In 2004, the Sebring McKinley High School Alumni Association proudly awarded one of its scholarships to 
graduating senior, Jamie Nutter.

Jamie is the daughter of Kimberley, a Marlington alumna, and Roger, a graduate of Alliance. The two had met 
while attending church at Alliance Baptist Temple.      

Roger joined the United States Marine Corps, and served his country in Beirut, Grenada, and during Operation 
Desert Storm, after which the time came for the young family to put down roots.  

With a desire to return to Ohio, the couple chose Sebring. It was the perfect setting for Jamie, older brothers Joe 
and Jason, and their yet-to-be-born sister. 

“Jordan arrived in 2001 when I was a freshman in high school,” Jamie said. “From the time Jordan was born, 
most of my decisions were based on being a positive role model for my little sister. I wanted her to look up to 
me.” 

In school, Jamie was a cheerleader, played softball, volleyball, and basketball. She sang in the choir, was a 
member of National Honor Society, Spirit Crew, Ecology Club, SADD, Hi-Teens, and Language Club. She also 
served as senior class secretary.  

“I loved my experience attending Sebring schools and being part of a small town community,” Jamie said.

After graduation, Jamie attended Kent State University. Because of its proximity to Sebring, she was able to 
commute while living at home.

“When I first attended college, I took required general education coursework and classes in early childhood 
education,” Jamie said. “But I began to realize that becoming a teacher was not the correct path for me,” she 
added.  

And therein lies the first leap of faith. Jamie decided to take a semester off from college as she contemplated 
what direction was best for her life.  

Indecision had not been a part of her original plan. 
     Continued on page 2....



2

Alumni Link | December 2022
....continued from page 1
“I felt like such a failure,” Jamie recalls. “I felt like I let down my community after being awarded several 
scholarships.” 

But something that comes with maturity is the recognition that life rarely follows a straight path. For Jamie, that time 
away from school allowed her to listen to her real calling which was to enter the medical field as a pediatric nurse. 

She went back to Kent State and applied to the school’s highly competitive nursing program. “To my surprise,” said 
Jamie, “I got accepted right away! I was determined to prove myself to my community that I was worth investing in 
and I hoped to make them proud.” 

We, of course, didn’t need convincing of that.

In 2009, Jamie married Stephen Herrage, and in 2010 she graduated from Kent State and began working right away in 
her profession.  

For the past 11 years, with her goal of working in pediatrics, she has been a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) nurse 
at Akron Children’s Hospital. 

“In the NICU, we care for premature babies, babies born drug addicted, and newborns requiring care after birth such as 
those with low blood sugar, those needing oxygen, and babies needing surgical intervention,” Jamie explained.

It was her work at Akron Children’s Hospital when the second leap of faith was taken.  

During the years 2016 to 2017, the city of Akron experienced a terrible drug overdose epidemic.  Babies were being 
born drug addicted and children, whose caregivers were abusing drugs, were awaiting placement in foster care, a 
system that was frantically trying to meet the overwhelming need.    

“I remember babies in our NICU just waiting and waiting for spots to open up in foster homes,” said Jamie. “This was 
devastating for me to witness as a nurse and mom of two sons.” (Landon is now 12 and Colton is 10.) 

“It took a couple of years, but I was able to convince my husband to foster. Stephen and I became licensed. My 
husband’s eyes were opened to the reality of abuse and neglect that was taking place around us,” Jamie lamented.    

“When Stephen and I became a part of the fostering community, our hearts broke for siblings being separated,” Jamie 
said. “We started taking sibling groups of two-to-four so they could all stay together.” 

Jamie speaks to the poignancy of fostering when she says, “This experience has been rewarding and emotional all at the same 
time. While it’s heartbreaking to say goodbye to children who have been a part of our family for months or up to two years, 
reunification is always the goal and we do not regret loving those kids for however long they got to stay in our home.” 

In total, the Herrage family has fostered 19 children. One became a permanent member! Jamie and Stephen decided to 
adopt Brielle.    

A joyous occasion did bring about an unforeseen but not unexpected consequence.    

“We recently decided to close our foster home to focus on our three children,” Jamie said. “Our daughter was 
experiencing some underlying trauma in seeing kids come in and out of our home and was concerned that she would 
have to leave one day, too.”
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Jamie went on to say, “We always said we would continue to foster if our children were not adversely affected and gave 
us their permission. Always a family decision, we decided it was in Brielle’s best interests to close our home.”  

And that home is in Rootstown where the drive to work isn’t too far and the area is reminiscent of Jamie’s hometown.  
“It was very important to me to raise my children in a small town,” she said.  “Growing up in Sebring, I wanted my 
kids to experience small town life with family-centered traditions.”      

Rootstown offered another benefit:  being close to Sebring.   

“I bring my family to the Firemen’s Festival and the Fourth of July fireworks display every year because I love the 
opportunity to come home and show my children where I grew up,” Jamie proudly states.

On these trips, this Alumni Association Scholarship winner enjoys talking to Landon, Colton, and Brielle about events 
such as the police vs. firefighter softball games, deejays and bands performing at downtown events, and terrific fans at 
all sports. She also is given to pointing out sidewalks where she and pals rode bikes, the public library, friends’ homes, 
her elementary school, and the high school from which she graduated.  

Of her schooling, Jamie shares, “The teachers always felt like second moms and dads because they were invested in 
our success. Sebring teachers took the time to go above and beyond if we were struggling in academics or personally.              
We were never just one of many students to them. They always knew our names and invested their time in us.”   

And the Sebring McKinley Alumni Association is proud to have invested in Jamie Nutter Herrage via our Alumni 
Scholarship program – a program made possible through donations from those who have walked the same Trojan 
hallways.  

Please help the Association to continue our work of offering scholarships to our best and brightest. It is only through 
your contributions that we can continue this important role in graduates’ lives.

Each year, the scholarship fund awards two $1,000 scholarships to graduating seniors and smaller awards of 
recognition to outstanding elementary and junior high school students.  

Please help by sending in a check or money order. Or, if you are comfortable with electronic payments, use Venmo, 
PayPal, or CashApp. (All instructions are on the form that follows.)  

Thank you. The Sebring McKinley High School Alumni Association’s existence and its ability to serve would not be 
possible without you.
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SHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Trojans Helping Trojans Donation Form

Name _________________________________________     Graduation Year ____________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone (Texts permissible?)  _______________________________
(Providing contact information gives us the opportunity to send you a personal thank you 

and acknowledges receipt of your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE donation.)

Here’s my donation of  $ ____________  made payable to SHS ALUMNI ASSN.
If you wish to give your donation “in honor of ” or “in memory of ”a person or persons, 

please note name(s) here: 
 ____________________________________________________________

Send your completed form with check or money order to:                                                         
SHS ALUMNI ASSN

P.O. Box 141
Sebring, OH  44672

To donate electronically, send your contribution to vice-president Trista Evanitcka Bates:
Venmo::@Trista-Bates            PayPal::@TristaBates              CashApp::$ThatsJustTrista

Questions?  Need more information about contributions?  Please feel free to contact:
JoAnn Warren Jones at 330-428-1734 or joann1954@sbcglobal.net

Jennifer Muerth Ripley at 330-524-5584 or jenniferannripley@gmail.com

Sebring McKinley High School Alumni Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
(Tax ID # 34-1681950).

     From time to time, we've been fortunate to receive gracious donations from alumni of originals or prints 
they own by Distinguished Alumni Viktor Schreckengost or Don Eckelberry.  At our annual brunch, we've raffled 
off the artwork, using the money to fund senior scholarships.  If you happen to own a piece of artwork and are in 

a position to donate it, please think of your Alumni Association.  Your donation is tax deductible.  

For details, contact JoAnn Jones at 330-428-1734 or  joann1954@sbcglobal.net  
or Jennifer Ripley at 330-524-5584 or jenniferannripley@gmail.com

AssociAtion officers elected At AnnuAl brunch:
President: JoAnn WArren Jones ‘72

Vice-President: tristA eVAnitckA bAtes ‘04
secretAry: lisA Mort dennis ‘85

treAsurer: debbie Augustein green ‘86
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Ohio University Launches 
the Dr. Tommie Radd Professorship 

Our Distinguished Alumna, Dr. Tommie Radd (’68), added another accolade to her well-respected career.  

The Patton College of Education at Ohio University recently established the Dr. Tommie Radd Professorship 
in School Counselor Education. 

According to Interim Dean Sara Helfrich, “The goal of the Professorship is to expand and enhance decades of 
work by Dr. Radd on the development and research of the Educational Systems Model, focusing on social and 
emotional learning and school climate in K-12 schools.”

Tommie, the creator of The Grow With Guidance ® System Series, was honored at a reception held October 
25 at the university.   

A sought-after presenter, Tommie speaks at educational conferences on topics  such as school achievement, 
creating a positive school environment, behavior management, family involvement, and student curriculum.  

The former Professor of Counselor Education and Graduate Faculty Research Fellow, Tommie holds a 
Doctorate in Elementary Education, Curriculum, and Instruction from The University of Akron.  She is a 
licensed professional counselor holding National Board Certifications and numerous counseling, teaching, and 
administrative licenses.  

For more information on The Grow With Guidance programs and services, visit the company’s website at 
allsucceed.com  

ALUMNI BRUNCH SET FOR APRIL 22ND
     Save the date for the annual alumni brunch on April 22nd at Almost Home Event Center in Sebring. The 
association will honor alumni who will soon be chosen by the Distinguished Alumni selection committee as 

well as hold elections and give an update on alumni activities. The cost to attend is $20 per person.

The doors will open at 10 for socializing, and the brunch buffet will begin at 11. A business meeting and 
the Distinguished Alumni presentations will follow. Alumni and friends can make reservations at the 
beginning of March by filling out the form in the March newsletter or simply by sending a check with 

contact information to P.O. Box 141, Sebring. That newsletter will be available on the school district website, 
in several downtown Sebring locations, and through email and USPS mail.
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Sebring Athletic Hall of Fame to Induct Two Athletes

     The Athletic Hall of Fame will induct Matt Johnston ’79 and Jillian Faudree Schleuder ’09 
on Friday, Jan. 13 between the boys’ junior varsity and varsity games at 

Sebring McKinley High School at approximately 6:45.

     Matt was a track standout, qualifying for regionals in the high hurdles in 1978 and for the state 
meet in high hurdles in 1979. He also set a county and sectional record in the hurdles in 1979. 
In addition, Matt played football his senior year and received honorable mention for all-area, 
was a member of the 1978 basketball team that finished as regional runner-up, and was the 

Tri-County League runner-up medalist in golf his senior year.

     Jillian was a softball, volleyball, and cheer standout during her four years in high school. 
Jillian was named to second team All-Ohio and first team All-Northeastern Ohio her senior year. 
In volleyball she was named to the ITCL first team her senior year and the second team her junior 

year. Jillian was a member of the State Champion Division IV Mount cheerleading squad from 
2006-2008 and was a 2009 Cheerleader of the Year nominee.

Prolific author, Sam Youmans (’70), recently added to his nonfiction 
repertoire.  It’s a blog called, Cooking and Cocktails with Mr. Sam.  
The tagline reads, “Life should be fun and tasty.” We couldn’t agree more!

Describing his new endeavor, Sam says, “The purpose of our site is to share 
culinary recipes and cocktail recipes. The recipes span the world, and any 
and all cuisines.  Our cocktail recipes encompass everything from the 
classics to the specialty drinks.” 

Sam notes that his blog also reviews kitchen gadgets, cookbooks, and restaurants.  

So, add a little ‘tasty fun to your life’ and opt-in to his site:
www.cookingandcocktailswithmrsam.com        

You may even score a spot as a guest blogger.  Let’s hope SHS alumni have 
an edge to be selected.

And, if you haven’t read Sam’s books, they are available at Amazon.  Titles:  
Those Fantastic Classic Cocktails; Genealogy & Family History through our 
Food, Culture, Traditions and Histories; and The Enchanted World of Tiki.     

Passion for Writing and Entertaining Leads to Lifestyle Blog
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Sebring Alumni Association Names 

2023 Scholarship For William H. Baker  
In recognition of his outstanding support of our program, the Sebring McKinley High School Alumni 
Association announces that a 2023 senior scholarship will be given in honor of William H. Baker. 

Baker is a 1954 graduate of Sebring McKinley High School.  He resides in Mesa, Arizona with Marilyn, his 
wife of 64 years.  The Bakers have four children and three grandchildren.  

“Bill has lived in Mesa since 1973 but has never forgotten his Sebring roots and his alma mater,” said 
JoAnn Jones, SHS Alumni president.  “We are grateful to this alumnus for his steadfast support of our 
scholarship program. Naming one of our 2023 senior scholarships for Bill allows us to honor one of our 
own,” she said.

Bill Baker was born in Sebring in his family’s house on East Indiana Avenue.  At 16, a young Bill worked at 
Queens China until graduation from Sebring McKinley High School. 

The family moved to Elyria, and in 1959 Bill joined the U.S. Army.  Honorably discharged in 1961, he 
enrolled in the newly chartered Lorain Community College, and majored in data processing, a forerunner of 
computer technology.

Graduating in the college’s inaugural class, Bill’s career path led to State Farm Insurance, where he was a 
computer operator for 12 years and a computer technician for 8 years.

An avid bowler in his free time, Bill became highly skilled in the sport, competing in tournament play on a 
national level.

Another favorite pastime was overseas travel.  “Some of Marilyn’s and my favorite places to visit were 
Spain, Portugal, New Zealand, and Australia,” Bill said.  

In his accomplished life, Bill proudly cites family as his top priority. 

The Sebring McKinley High School Alumni Association considers itself part of Bill’s extended family and 
will be pleased to acknowledge him at the school’s annual class awards ceremony this spring.

Class of ’70 Members Gather For Lunch

Tonya Dean’s Almost Home Event Center was the 
rendezvous point for a “Catch up with Classmates” event.  
On September 27th, Class of ’70 members Kathy (Carli) 
Owen, Sheila Strawser, Beth (Fahnert) Seavy, and Susan 
(Campbell) Adair with husband Dave feasted on a pasta 
lunch!  Kathy won the raffle prize and everyone had fun 

talking about old times and new!
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Donations through November, 2022

Thank you, alumni, for your donations that support our scholarships, banquet, mailing, and more. 
The following alumni have donated from January to November of this year:

•	 Bill Baker ’54
•	 Mary Borton Virden ’54 and Cliff Virden

•	 Michele Calderone ’88
•	 Zona J. Detchon Howard ’65
•	 Jennifer Muerth Ripley ’70

•	 Jan Weingart ’61
•	 Dave Weingart ’90

•	 Jean ’51 and John Chambers ’50
•	 Evelyn Ferguson ’72

•	 Evelyn LeFevre Hileman ‘61
•	 Susan Campbell Adair ‘70

•	 Chris Weingart ‘87
•	 Trevor Cannell ‘83

•	 Class of ‘59
•	 John White ‘65

•	 Mike ’67 and Bertie ’66 Pinkerton
•	 Anonymous IMO of Dee Collums ‘49

•	 JoAnn Warren Jones ‘72


