
 

 
 
 

For BL Miller Elementary Parents 
Thank you for being your child’s most important teacher! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2019 

November: 
1    PIE Snicket Sale! 
4    Students – No School 
5    VOTE!  Election Day 
8    Fall Dance (see below) 
7    1st Nine-Weeks Gold Club 
      Forms due. 
11  Veteran’s Day Assembly  
     10:15AM 
12  3rd Grade – Mahoning  
      County Farm Animals Visit 
12  Fall Picture Retake Day 
13   K-3 Pop-Up Book Mobile  
15  1st Grade visits Crandall 
20  Christmas Basket  
     Application deadline 
21  Students’ Thanksgiving  
      Lunch 
21  PIE Meeting 6:00PM 
22  2nd Grade Feast 1:00PM 
25  Secret Santa Setup 6:00PM 
27-29 - No School   

          Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

November’s Responsible 
Students of The Month: 

Important Dates! 

1st Nine-Week 

Gold Club Winners! 

 

Kindergarten 
Madalyne Carver  

Violet Sheen 

 

1st Grade 
Ariel Midkiff 

Cheyenne Claypool 
 

2nd Grade 
Patience Kelley 

 

3rd Grade 
Chloe Baia 

Delaney Luca 
Skyler Teis 

 

4th Grade 
Taylor Johnson 

 

5th Grade 
Zachary Todd 
Jacob Haas 

 

 

The Gold Club Award is an achievement 
award recognizing students willing to 
exceed typical expectations. This award is 
for 3rd-5th grade students, earning all As 
& Bs, having no more than 2 excused 
absences, AND completing 10 hours of 
community service per 9-week period.   
 

We will print the list of our 1st Nine-Week 
Gold Winners in our December 
Newsletter.  Remember, any student in 
grades 3rd-5th can apply. Applications were 
sent home. If you need another, let us 
know. 
 

The 1st Nine-Week Gold Club winners will 
have Dippin Dots and extra free time! 
 

From The Principal…  

Are you looking for a way to work with your child to help his/her learning? Did 
you know that all students at BL Miller are learning their own set of frequency 
words?  These are words that each grade is expected to learn by the end of 
the year (if not sooner.)  Students will need help at home, having someone 
flash them to practice reading or writing them.  If you have not seen your 
child’s 100 Fry Words – please send a note to your child’s ELA teacher 
asking for another copy.  This is a simple way to help learning grow. 
 

We would also like to thank our current volunteers!  Parent volunteers  
have been amazing!  We know when kids see their parents in the 
school, they recognize the importance of an education. If 
you would like to learn about volunteer opportunities please write 
us a note!  We will make sure every parent (that can work around 
their work schedule) and that wants to show their child the  
importance of school has the opportunity.        

~ Heather Whipkey, Principal 
 

 

PIE – Partners in 

Education 
 

November Meetings 6PM: 
Thursday ~ 11/21/19 

(plan room parties) 
 &  

Monday ~ 11/25/19 
(Secret Santa prep) 

 

Dress for the Weather!!! 
The weatherman says it’s going to be 60 degrees today!  What they forgot 
to mention is that it’s 35 degrees right now - out the door!  

 

Please, please remember to have children dress for the coldest 
condition predicted for the day.  For recess, students will be outside 
during play times unless it is severely cold, wet, or icy. In the morning, 
the building is not open for students until 8:00 am. Please have your 
kids wear warm clothes, hats, and mittens as needed. 

 



Veteran’s Day Program – Mon. Nov 11th 
 

Every Veteran’s Day, Mr. Linko directs our Grades 3-5 students 
in a patriotic, 30-minute performance.  During our performance 
students sing and read poetry. Toward the end of our program, 
we honor and feature each branch of our military by asking our 
veterans to stand during the playing of their specific anthem.  
 

All Veterans are invited!  Our Veterans gather at BL Miller in 
our cafeteria at 10:00AM.  Veterans and guests then proceed 
to our gym together, parade style, to be honored.  
 

 

We hope you 

will consider 

joining us! 

 
  November 2019 

We are in full swing preparing for our K-2 Holiday 
concerts and would like to remind all parents about the 
performances on December 17th. Kindergarten will 
perform at 6:00PM and 1st and 2nd Grades will perform 
at 6:45PM.  
 

All students should plan on wearing Christmas colored 
outfits for the concert, (red, green, gold, silver, black, 
etc.) We're going to be on stage, so try to look your best! 
 

BL performances will be in the BL Miller gymnasium. 
 

After school practices; 
 
     Kindergarten - Monday December 9th 2:45 - 3:45 
     Grade 1 & 2 -  Monday December 16th 2:45 - 3:45 

 
As always, please contact me with any questions or 

comments! jlinko@sebring.k12.oh.us 
 

 
 

Box Tops! 
 

Box Tops are directly used by the 
school for school 
projects/incentives.  Please 
continue and consider cutting 
them out and sending them in. 
Every coupon counts! 
 

If you use the Scan option, it’s 
easy!  After you scan your 
receipt, they do the rest. That’s 
it!  If you know you have 
qualifying products but you don’t 
want to use the app or scan 
yourself, feel free to send in 
your receipt(s)and we will 
scan them for you. 
 

McKinley Junior Class is sponsoring 

Fall Dances 

Friday 11/8/19 for BL Miller 
   

Come join us for our “Fall Dance” at BL Miller on Friday, 
November 8th 2019.  Students in Grades K-2 are 
welcome from 4;30-5:30pm and grades 3-5 are welcome 
from 5:30-6:30pm.  Admission is $1.  Pizza, pop. And 
water will also be available for $1 each.  This dance is 
sponsored by McKinley’s Junior Class.  Looking forward 
to a great time!  We hope to see you there! 

Junction 
by Mr. Linko 

We have had a great start to our year in Phys. Ed. 
We have already done a ton of fun activities. One 
of the activities we did was the Fitness Gram Pacer 
tests. This is a series of tests that tell us how 
physically fit we are. The students did the 20-meter 
beep test, the push up test and sit up test. They did 
well, but we all have room for improvement. We will 
do this again at least 2 more times throughout the 
year. We are finishing up our basketball unit then 
will be moving on to our volleyball unit.  

Let’s keep the great year going by  
following our promises to: 
Be Responsible, Be Safe,  

Be Respectful and Be Positive! 
 

 
 

 

The Phys Ed Spot  
                                 Mr. Ellyson 

Nurse’s Corner 
 

Flu season is upon us. If your student has a fever of 
100 or higher, has been vomiting, has a productive 
and/or continuous cough, or any other possibly 
contagious symptoms, please keep your child home 
from school and seek medical treatment if 

necessary. And keep practicing those good 
handwashing skills. 

mailto:jlinko@sebring.k12.oh.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2019 

 

We have been very busy in the art room this first nine weeks.  
Our hallways are quickly filling up with the student’s wonderful 
fall artwork as they finish!!   If you attended conferences, 
hopefully you had the chance to see some of your student's 
artwork hanging up!!  Make sure if you are in the building to 
check it out! 

 

Kindergarten-We have been focusing on basic shapes and learning how basic shapes can turn into all 

sorts of different things.  For our first project students created a watercolor landscape.  We used watercolor 
for the sky and the grass and created basic line tree trunks using brown marker.  Students used their fingers 
to create fall leaves on their trees using gold, red and green.  Kindergarten has started their next multi-step 
project, Night Time Pumpkins.  They will be using a combination of tempera paint and oil pastels. Students 
will learn color mixing, adding highlights and cutting along with pasting skills and composition.  We will 
continue on and learn about Indian corn and use multiple mediums to create our very own Indian corn art 
project.  
    

1st Grade-are creating a fall landscape.  They are learning about foreground, middle ground and 

background.  Students have learned about distance and overlapping.  How objects are smaller in the back 
of the picture and larger towards the front.  We played with chalk pastels and oil pastels to create friendly 
monsters.  Students will be learning about line and texture and using the same concept they learned in their 
first project about crayon resists to make giant lined and textured leaves.  Students will be using oil pastels 
again for their following project to create Oil Pastel Owls.   
 

2nd Grade-We have been focusing on warm and cool colors in art. We learned about space, distance, 

overlapping and size.  The students created falling leaves using warm and cool colors and then used the 
knowledge from the first project to make stacked pumpkins.  We talked about proportion, size and color.  
2nd grade will be drawing and painting to create a picture of a fox for their next project. 
 

3rd Grade- 3rd grade started off the year making giant scarecrows using a mixture of 

mediums.  Watercolor, sharpie, glitter, and details were added to create stunning 
drawings of scarecrows.  In the spirit of Halloween students learned about Pablo 
Picasso and made Pablo Picasso Witches or Frankenstein (they chose their subject) 
using only cut out construction paper shapes.  For their next fall inspired project, 
students will move on to using tempera paint.  We will discuss Georgia O’Keefe and 
paint our very own fall landscape inspired by her own painting of Lake George. 
 

4th Grade- students started out the year using air dry clay to create realistic cupcakes and donuts.  

Students had a chance to create two of their choice.  They painted their sculptures and we added details 
such as icing, fun, colorful cupcake liners and even real sprinkles to top them off.  They look amazing and 
delicious enough to eat!  Talking about warm and cool colors, students will be creating sun and moon 
designs using textures with oil pastels and watercolor paints. Next, students will be learning about the 
element of art, Value.  Value is when a color goes from light to dark.  Students will have a choice of either 
warm or cool colors for their value background.  Yellow, orange and red, shades of blue or shades of purple.  
After the background is done students will create silhouette owls to complete their project.    
 

5th Grade- has been working for weeks on their plaster snakes.  They created armatures using coat 

hangers, newspaper and masking tape, then covered them with two layers of plaster wrap cloth.  After they 
were dry, students painted them with tempera paint and sealed them with mod podge.  Students will learn 
about metal embossing and will be working with tooling foil to create embossed images that will later be 
inked to accentuate the indented part of the picture.       

     Artist’s Update 
from  

     Ms. Luca 



 

            In accordance with House Bill 282, gifted and, talented identification procedures 

are in place in the Sebring Local Schools for kindergarten through grade 12. 

Students may be identified as gifted in one or more of the following categories using the 
State of Ohio criteria: superior cognitive, specific academic (reading, math, science, 
and/or social studies), creative thinking, and visual/performing arts (art, instrumental 
and vocal music, dance, and drama).  

All Sebring Local Schools’ students will be academically screened for possible reading and 
math identification in kindergarten through the 8th grade using the i-Ready.  Students in 
2nd and 5th grade are tested for the Superior Cog identification category. In all other 
grades and gifted identification categories, students will be assessed on an as-needed 
basis to determine gifted identification.   A student may be individually referred for 
testing at any time by a teacher, parent, peer, or self-request. Individual tests are 
scheduled at a minimum of twice a year – in the fall and spring.  

The Board of Education for Sebring Local Schools recognizes that the educational growth 
of children varies; therefore, procedures are in place for academic acceleration.  This 
includes early entrance to kindergarten, whole grade acceleration, subject acceleration, 
and early graduation. 

The district ensures equal opportunity for all district students identified 
as gifted and talented to receive gifted services offered by the district when 
available.  Selection of students will be based upon the criteria for gifted identification as 
outlined by the Ohio Department of Education’s Operating Standards for Identifying and 
Serving Gifted Students. Depending on the services available, students may be required 
to have more than one area of identification in order to be served. Students identified 
and currently receiving services will not need to be re-identified and will remain in the 
program as long as the district chooses to provide services to students.       

If you have questions or would like to refer a student for gifted testing or possible 
acceleration, please contact Toni Viscounte, Superintendent / Gifted Coordinator, at 

 330-938-6165, or email at tviscounte@sebring.k12.oh.us. 

November 2019 

WATCH US!  WYTV 33 and 
The Hometown Pharmacy 
will be airing our 
classrooms saying the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
weekdays on WYTV 
between 6:30 – 7:00AM. 
 

Mon 11/11 –Miss Malloy, Kindergarten 
Tues 11/12 – Miss Campbell, Gr. 3 
Wed 11/13 – Mrs. D’Ostroph, Gr. 1 
Thurs 11/14 – Mrs. Guy, Gr. 2 
Fri 11/15 - Mrs. Kandel Gr. 4 
Mon 11/18 – Mrs. Laure, Gr.3 
Tues 11/19 – Mrs. Shepherd, Gr. 1 
Wed 11/20 – Mrs. Thorn, Gr. 5 
Thurs 11/21 – Mrs. Walsh, Kindergarten 

The Pledge of Allegiance 

 

tel:330-938-6165
mailto:tviscounte@sebring.k12.oh.us

