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Yeh Shen, a Chinese Cinderella Story Quiz
Directions: Read the play Yeh Shen, a Chinese Cinderella Story in the January 2014 issue of Storyworks. 

Then fill in the bubble next to the best answer for each question below.

9. Why do the ancestors care about Yeh 
Shen? In what ways do they help her?

10.  Why do you think Cinderella stories 
almost always include a magical helper?

Constructed Response 
Directions: On a separate piece of paper, write your answer to each question in a well-organized paragraph.  

Make sure you support your answers with information and details from the play.

1. Which of the following lines is an example  
of a simile?
A	“A thousand greetings from the spirit world.”
B	“Make her go to the deepest, darkest lake.”
C	“The water there is as cold as death.”
D	“A talking fish!” 

2. In Scene 2, Yeh Shen says, “That means 
abundance.” Which word is a synonym  
for abundance?
A kindness C friendship
B loneliness D plenty

3. Which character trait does Yeh Shen show  
by sharing her rice with Yu?
A carelessness C generosity
B foolishness D playfulness

4. Stepmother’s line “I know a way we can 
erase Yeh Shen’s smile for good” includes  
the stage direction slyly. What does this  
word suggest?
A	Stepmother has a mean, tricky plan.
B	Stepmother has a plan to help Yeh Shen  

stop smiling.  
C	Stepmother looks down while speaking. 
D	Stepmother speaks loudly. 

5. What does the glow of the fish bones 
suggest?
A	The fish is coming back to life.
B	The bones are working their magic.   
C	Yeh Shen has lost a golden slipper. 
D	Stepmother and Jin-Li will be punished. 

6. Which line shows Jin-Li’s jealous nature?
A	“And get rid of that hornet’s nest.”
B	“Mother, she’s getting all the attention.”
C	“You look familiar.”
D	“Mother, if she goes to prison, who will 

wait on us?”

7. In Scene 5, what can you infer about 
mandarin cakes and watermelon seeds?
A They are very healthy. 
B They are a delicious treat.
C They freshen your breath.
D They are eaten for good luck.

8. At the end of the play, why does Yeh 
Shen return Yu’s bones to the lake?
A to thank and show respect to her friend 
B to feed the bones to other fish 
C to increase the bones’ magical power
D for good luck


